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Learning & Development  Policy

Policy statement

Pre-School offers a curriculum which leads to nationally approved learning outcomes. It covers

the six major areas of learning:

• Personal, Social & Emotional

• Physical

• Communication & Language

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts & Design

EYFS key themes and commitments
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Procedures

In delivering the curriculum, the Pre-School ethos is that children learn best through constructive

play, interaction with other children, close contact not only with a named key person but also

with all other staff members, and a session that is partly-structured but which also gives the

children the opportunity to select activities by themselves and to discover things for themselves.
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Prime Areas

Personal, social and emotional development

Children are encouraged to work both independently and also within the group so that they feel

safe and secure. Sharing and co-operation skills are positively encouraged.

Communication & Language (SPLIT)

In both small and large groups, children are encouraged to extend their vocabulary and fluency

by talking and listening, responding to stories, songs and rhymes. Basic writing skills and letter

recognition are developed at an individual pace. This is further enhanced with a well-stocked

book corner that gives the children the opportunity to experience a wide range of exciting

literature.

Physical

A range of equipment and opportunities, both indoors and out, allow the children to develop

confidence and enjoyment in the use and development of their own bodily skills. Adult

supervision enables the children to meet physical challenges and develop increasing skills and

control in moving, climbing and balancing. At the same time, they are supported in the

development of the fine motor skills required to handle small objects with increasing control and

precision.

Specific Areas

Mathematics

Children become familiar with the sorting, matching, ordering, sequencing, counting activities

and problem solving which form the basis for early mathematics. They are encouraged to

recognise and use mathematical terms, identifying objects by shape, position, size, volume and

number. Songs, games and picture books help children become aware of number sequences.

Understanding the World

Children are assisted in exploring and understanding their environment both within Pre-School

and also in the wider community. They are encouraged to extend their technological

understanding, using simple tools and techniques.
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Expressive Arts & Understanding

Children are encouraged to use a wide range of resources to allow them to express their own

ideas and emotions. These include art equipment, paint, glue, crayons and pencils as well as

natural and manufactured materials. Children join in with and respond to music and stories, and

there are many opportunities for imaginative role-play, both individually and as part of a group.

General

Pre-School adopts the Early Years Foundation Stage framework, representing progress towards

early learning goals within each of the six major areas of learning. It then produces weekly

session plans (setting out the themes and activities for every session); the weekly plans are

flexible in that they can be changed to reflect topical issues or items or news brought in by the

children. All activities incorporated in every session achieve one or more of the early learning

goals, and each session incorporates at least one adult-led activity.

In planning the sessions, the staff consider the individual needs of all the children. The plans

also enable each child to work and play to their own abilities.
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